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of the British Isles were to fall, they have the courage to
carry on the fight from Canada, Australia or New Zealand.
Therefore let us emulate their bravery, let us not be carried
away by our sympathy to the extent of neglecting our clear
duty."

That duty is to declare from the house-tops that we
shall have none of this war, we shall do nothing by way of
providing men, money or ammunition for the conduct of the
war. To let the Viceroy tell the world that the whole of
India is with Britain in this war, is to allow him to deceive
the world. If the war was being fought for democracy, with
what justice can that claim be advanced when democracy
was being trampled to death in India? Dominion Status
was being promised, but the Provincial Autonomy that was
given to the provinces under their own Act was reduced to
a mockery. 'In his impassioned Hindi utterance he asked:
"Was Punjab consulted? Was Bengal consulted? Was Sind
consulted? Was the Frontier Province with a population
of over 90 per cent Mussalmans consulted before India
was declared a belligerent? Were the people in these pro-
vinces asked whether they wished to join the war? How
can one man, however good, be invested with so much
power over nearly 40 crores of people ? I am a friend of the
Viceroy and hope to remain his fnend until the end of my
days, but the situation created by imposing him as a virtual
dictator on India is intolerable. It is a negation of demo-
cracy.'5

The Demand

The Congress has during the past one year exhausted
all the means in its power to bring about an understanding
with Britain. It asked for a declaration of India's indepen-
dence. It declared that it would be content if British Gov-
ernment were prepared to accept a constitution framed
by a Constituent Assembly. It offered a third alternative,
and in doing so almost stultified itself, nearly went back,
as it seemed to me, on the solemn professions of the past
20 years of its existence. It was pledged to winning Swaraj
by non-violence; it forgot that in promising Britain its active
co-operation in the war effort in case Britain recognized